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gradually being compressed by the narrowing space into
compact masses on which the Trench artillery wrought
fearful havoc.

As Key advanced, Napoleon had moved up Victor's
corps, on the right of the Eylau road, in two lines, with
Lahoussaye's dragoons in 3rd line. Durosnel's cavalry
followed. Key's corps, with a cloud of skirmishers in front,
again moved forward towards Friedland, Latour-Maubourg
following some way behind. Marchand, on the ground
sloping towards Friedland and the Alle, was suffering heavily
by case from^the Eussian batteries beyond it, to silence which
Key moved his corps artillery to the bank. Bisson, pro-
tected by the slope towards the Millstream, was less exposed.

Both divisions, however, lost heavily from this artillery
fare, as well as from, the infantry and artillery fire, against
their front. They were already wavering when Bennigsen's
reserve cavalry, standing beyond the brook, crossed it and
fell upon their left flank. It wanted but this blow to com-
plete the repulse of Key. His troops were retreating in
considerable disorder when help reached them. Dupont,
with his division of Victor's corps, had pushed forward his
guns, which had barely time to fire a round of case before
the Eussian cavalry was upon them. Dupont, with great
promptitude, for which he earned the special approval of
Napoleon,* changing direction to the right, hurried up his
infantry at the double into the gap, on Key's left, cut by the
cavalry. This division was specially enthusiastic in its
attack, for, up to the surrender of Ulm, it had belonged to
Key's command.! The men felt, therefore, that on them
depended the safety of old friends and comrades in the
glorious fields of 1805. Latour-Maubourg and Durosnel also
galloped forward against the Eussian cavalry, which was now
carried back on the infantry across the neck of the peninsula,
spreading disorder in its ranks. The confusion was still
further increased by the fire of 38 guns, which Senarmont,
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